
Bethlehem the Birthplace of the SaviourN.C.W.C. NEWS SERVICE

BASILICA ON SITE OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY—The pagan Em-
peror Adrian attempted to obliterate the place of Christ’s birth by build-
a temple upon it. In the fourth century St. Helena destroyed the temple
and built a magnificent basilica. Photo shows the basilica as it stands
today.

THE BIRTH OF THE SON OF GOD, in poverty and privation in
a stable at Bethlehem, has inspired the brushes of the greatest artists
in all ages. This pleasing conception of the coming of the Saviour is

by Feuerstein.

FRANCISCAN GUARDIAN OF THE MANGER—One of the glo-
ries of the Pranciscan Priars is that for many centuries they were en-

trusted with the guardianshipof the Basilica at Bethlehem. A Francis-
can Brother is seen kneeling at the place traditionally honored as mark-
ing the position of the Manger.

CHRISTMAS MORNING IN BETHLEHEM—In keeping with the unique honor bestowed upon Bethlehem, Christmas morning is ob-
served with great solemnity in the ancient city. In the above picture the Patriarch of Bethlehem is seen passing through the streets in stately
procession, whilst the inhabitants throng windows and roofs to catch a glimpse of the Christmas ceremony.

ROYAL TRIBUTES TO KING OF KlNGS—Fifty-three votive

lamps burn constantly at the Grotto of the Nativity. Many of them

are the gifts of princes and sovereigns. Around the silver star on the

floor beneath the altar is the inscription, “Hic de Virgine Maria Jesu

Christus Natus Est.” The Turks carried away the star in 1847, after

many attempts, but returned it upon the intervention of a foreign power.

THE CITY OF DAVID —A general view of Bethlehem, one of the
most picturesque cities in Palestine. It is known to have existed (by
the name of Ephrata) 1,800 years before the birth of Our Lord. David
was born there, and Rachel, Jacob’s wife, died there. It is rich in Biblical
memories. Today Bethlehem has a native population of about 10,000.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE BASILICA—UntiI a few months ago
the sanctuary was cut off from the rest of the basilica by a wall which
joined the two farther columns. It was erected to prevent animals,
which the Turks permitted to enter the building, from reaching the

more sacred spots. The wall was removed, under the supervision of
the military authorities, when the Turk was driven out during the world
war.

The Prophecy
And thou,BETHLEHEM,

art a little one among the thou-
sands of Juda: out of thee
shall He come forth unto Me

that is to he the the Ruler in
Israel: and His going forth
is from the beginning, from
the days of eternity.

Prophecy of Micheas, v, 2.

The Fulfilment

And theangel said to them:

Fear not; for, behold, l bring
you good tidings of great joy

.... For, this day, is born to

you a Saviour, who is Christ,
the Lord, in theCity ofDavid.

St. Luke, ii, 10,11.


